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hose 4 To acquire a rapid and fluent handling of the 
af Ben "hh: wehitin om8thing beyond the regular 
pen g, € g y 6. -regula 
practice given in the headlines is necessary. The 
writing instrument, the. hand and forearm, must 
be trained to the writing movements by appropriate 
exercises. The letters themselves are but photo- 
graphs of various movements of the hand and arm, 
assisted by the fingers; hence, thé“more attention 


given to acquiring correct movements by practice 
on the drills the better for’ the pupils, Makers of 
copy-books of Vertical Script have ignored move- 
ment practice, leaving the field entirely to the slant 
systems. There is no excuse for this. Vertical 
script demands the practice of movement quite as 
much as, if not more than, slanting script. These 
books aré unique in this respect, as well as in the 
clear, round style of the writing shown throughout 
the various numbers, 
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Where the ruling is growped, begin to wr rite_on the 
Observe the full, round turns in these coptes. They are the 


, natural result of the position and movement required to pro- 
good vertical sc aes Hroad tur ns in letters Bie 
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legibility and) grace to the writing. Narrow turns in vertical 
script, tend to tilegibility and a crowded, huddled style of writing. 
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The rotary movement wsed in writing good vertical script naturally produces broad turns and full, rownd letters 
and not a style that resembles a slanting Jiand straightened up. ° 
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Practice the Movement drills freely 
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3 Mental Lizercises. 
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What important event transpired at Yorktown in Oct. 1781 ? 
Write something about it in the space below, naming the 


chief actors. 
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Combpcritions. 


In the spaces below write short compositions relating to the birth and career of each of these two men. 
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VERTICAL SCRIPT. 

The chief merit of good vertical script is its simplicity of form. 
By good vertical-script we mean that which approximates in form 
7 to Roman type. ‘To have this resemblance the short letters must 
q be full and round, and the capitals, loops, and stems must be 
? much shorter than they are in slanting script. These changes 


# render the execution of the letter forms more easy, and the writ- 
~ ing much more legible than the long style of letters seen in most 


systems. Long loops that clash with long loops of a preceding 
line of writing are neither useful nor beautiful, ‘They produce 
confusion and an involved style of writing. We see no clashing of 
letters—those below with those above—in type. Why should 
there be clashing in script?) The attention of school officials, 
teachers and all others interested in having good, legible script 
prevail, is called to the shorter style of capitals, loops, and stems 
in SHELDON’s NEw SYSTEM OF VERTICAL WRITING. - We are 
confident that the change will be welcomed as an improvement on 
the prevailing style of long letters in both vertical and slanting 
» script. The capitals and loops are made but twice the height of 
a the short letters. The stems t, d, p, q, are reduced to the pro- 
» portion seen in Roman type. The figures are made to equal the 
height of the short letters as they appear in type and as business 
writers now make them. Vertical script is sui generis both as to 
form and movement. ‘The movements required in writing verti- 
cal script, and the relative position of the arm to the paper, pro- 


duce a peculiar style, characterized by full, roand letters, separated | 


by full, round turns. J¢ is not the slanting style straightened up. 
MOVEMENTS. 
The movement most used in making vertical script is an under 
rotary movement to the right, as required to make this form :— 
In small n, m, and a few other letters, the move- 


fo ~ bs gh) — 
©) C) ment is reversed. -In.s, p, and the loops of j, y, 
ZL ox, z, the movement ts under to the left. In the 


rao) 
capitals O, A, C, HE, G, D, U, W,°V, X, the under movement to the 
right prevails. The remainder of the capitals are made with mixed 
movements, as in T, F, P, B, R, I, J, Q, Z, N, M, etc., the strokes 
being over, under, and lateral. Attention must be given to move- 
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SHELDON'S NEW SYSTEM OF VERTICAL WRITING. 
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ment drills to acquire the free use of the arm. These books give — 


them plentifully. The whole-arm movement should be practised 
first. 
the forearm clear the desk, the hand being steadied by gliding on 


the 3rd and 4th finger-tips. 
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arm movement. ‘The same exercises should be practised later with 
the muscular movement in which the arm rests on the desk, but so 


lightly that 1t moves bodily to the right as the exercise or word = § 
is written, but not by being pulled into itself over the muscles, 


In this movement the arm is suspended just enough to let 


These exercises give play to the whole- 


requiring a lift of the arm before another word can be written. . 


It is a rolling movement of the arm without finger action, the 
arm resting on the muscles in front of the elbow and moving 
bodily along from stroke to stroke. Lastly, the drills shown in 
the books should be practised with the finger movement combined 
with the backward movement of the arm as in | 
making a group of letters, but not with the forearm Oy Se > 
at rest. ‘he arm must move along.as each letter is made. | 


POSITION AND PENHOLDING. 
Sit directly fronting the desk, resting both 
feet flat on the floor. Keep the front edge of 
the book or paper parallel with the front edge 
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of the desk, and in front of the body. Move’ 

the book or paper toward the further edge of the desk as the 
writing moves downward on the sheet. The two forearms of 
the writer form the further edges of a rhombus—the pen- -point 
being at the obtuse angle of the rhombus. ‘I'he cut gives an 
approximate idea. | 


The pen is held, as to its relation to the hand, about as 1b 1s. 
when writing slanting script, except that the holder is dropped 
somewhat below the knuckle. 
elbow, or is in the same plane as the forearm. 


Begin each word or line of pee ee a litte 
to the left of the center of the body. eae 


The penholder points toward the 
Use straight holders. 
Use a medium coarse pen, one that makes an up-stroke nearly as clear - ff 
as the down-stroke. Use a blotter when writing, placing it underthe — 


_ hands to keep the paper clean and to use ques 1 case of a DIGk 8] 
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SHELDON’S NEW SYSTEM OF VERTICAL WRITING, 


Elementary Course, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, per doz., $0.75 Grammar Course, Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, per doz., $1.00 


These books have been prepared to meet the existing demand for 
vertical writing, and present the subject in the clearest and most 
complete form. Nothing so complete has been attempted in any 
other series of vertical copies. ‘lhe copies in Sheldon’s Vertical 
Series are in every case reproductions of actual writing. They are 
all new and fresh, were written expressly for this Series, and will 
give the best results from the use of the Vertical System. 

The. very complete exercises in form and movement constitute 
a leading feature of this Series. Every new letter is carefully drawn, 
so that the pupil may have before him the correct form. The es- 

sential movement is then preseuced and directions for abundant 
side practice are given. Thus the pupil should come to the writing 
of the copy with a clear conception of the forms of the letters and 
a hand trained in the essential movements. 


SHAPE OF; BOOKS. 


A long, narrow book is ill-suited to the narrow desk-tops used 
in public schools, especially in the lower grades. The forearm 
must have a support. The book must be well forward on the 
desk. The pupil in front prevents its being moved up beyond 
the further edge of the writer’s desk ; if it is, the pupil in front is 
liable to lean back against it and cause trouble. The shape of 
these books is best adapted to school-room desks. The short line 
of writing desired in vertical script is provided for by writing half 
across each page. 
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SHELDON AND COMPANY, New York and Chicago, 


GRADING. 


‘These books are adapted to all grades of public or private 
schools. ‘Those who prefer to use large books will find No. 5 so 
graded that it can be used as a beginner’s mechs and the numbers 
above graded to follow it. 

Attention is called to the large amount of writing to be done by 
pupils using these books, especially of the small letters. These 
always the greater part of any given piece of writing, and 
should receive much attention. . Note, also, the stress laid upon 
movement —and the large amount of Movement Drills given for 
practice. The system is made teachable by the large number of 
diagrams showing the construction and forms of the letters. 

The headlines abound with interesting and instructive matter, 
embracing scientific and historic facts, selections from standard 
poets and prose authors, Money, Civil Government, How a Presi- 
dent of the United States is Elected, Commercial Papers, and 
the Keeping of Accounts, giving pupils in the higher grades good 
ideas of these subjects, 


SIZE OF WRITING, ETC. 


This system gives 4 practical size of writing at the start. The 


size of writing is gradually reduced in the succeeding numbers, and 
in the higher books the writing is the S1Ze that the best penmen 
and accountants write. 


